
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 29, 2025 

Diane Brandenburg Announces Partnership with Rotary Club of San José to 
Bring the Peace Monument to Life 

San José, CA — Philanthropist Diane Brandenburg announced today that the Rotary 
Club of San José has voted to join her in realizing the Seeds of Peace Monument, a 
major public art installation by renowned sculptor Mario Chiodo. The project, 
unanimously approved by the San José City Council on October 7, will stand at 
Arena Green West, adjacent to the SAP Center, as a civic landmark dedicated to 
peace, unity and compassion. 

“I’m deeply moved that Rotary has chosen to partner on this project,” said Brandenburg. 
“Rotary’s long tradition of service and its global mission to build peace make this a 
natural collaboration. Together, we’re creating something that begins here in San José 
but will ripple outward, an energy of peace that touches our neighborhoods, our city, 
and, I imagine, the wider world.” 

The monument, designed by Mario Chiodo, depicts a central figure extending a dove 
and olive branch above six children and a penguin representing the continents of the 
world, symbolizing humanity’s shared hope and interconnection. It will become a place 
of reflection and gathering along the Guadalupe River Park, inviting residents and 
visitors alike to pause, learn, and connect. 

Brandenburg often quotes cultural anthropologist Margaret Mead, asking: “When will 
we learn to devise a system that creates peace instead of war?” She said, “That 
question has guided much of my life’s work. I believe we have the opportunity here in 
San José to answer it, to create peace with as much intention, creativity, and 
collaboration as we create anything else of lasting value.” 

Rather than pursuing the project independently, Brandenburg invited Rotary to join her 
in transforming the vision into a shared community effort. “This isn’t just about a 
monument,” she continued. “It’s about what we can do together, inspiring peace 
education, public art, and civic pride that begin here and grow far beyond it. This 
partnership reflects what San José does best: coming together across sectors and 
generations to make something meaningful for all.” 

Brandenburg is underwriting the $2 million design and fabrication of the artwork. 
The Rotary Club of San José Foundation will make a $300,000 donation and lead a 
$1.2 million capital campaign to create a civic arrival and gathering space worthy of 
the artwork’s meaning. The campaign will add lighting and visibility that activate the site 
day and night, landscaping and pathways that invite connection, and story and donor 
recognition features that bring the monument’s message to life and celebrate the 
community that made it possible. 

Installation is targeted for late Fall 2026. 



“Peace is something we build together,” Brandenburg added. “My vision is that this 
monument will stand not only as a work of art, but as a reminder of what’s possible 
when a community, artists, citizens, and organizations like Rotary, join hands with 
shared purpose.” 

Donations can be made to: 
Rotary Club of San José Foundation (EIN 94-6112270) 
1690 Senter Road, San José, CA 95112 

 

About Diane Brandenburg 

Diane Brandenburg is a Silicon Valley philanthropist whose lifelong passion for the arts, 
education, and peace has shaped some of the region’s most significant cultural and 
civic projects. Through the Brandenburg Family Foundation, she has supported 
public art, performing arts, and education initiatives throughout the Bay Area, including 
the Children’s Discovery Museum, ArtHouse Studio, and numerous community 
revitalization efforts. 

 

Questions or for more information, please contact: 
Kimberly Mulcahy 
(408) 930-0417 

 

 

 

Statement from Diane Brandenburg “Peace is something we build together. My vision 
is that the monument we’re creating in San José will send a wave of peace that begins 
here and travels outward, through our neighborhoods, our city, and beyond. 

I’m so inspired by Rotary’s decision to join this effort, their participation brings new 
energy, ideas, and heart to what will be a lasting gift to our community. 

As Margaret Mead asked, ‘When will we learn to devise a system that creates peace 
instead of war?’ This project is one way of answering that question. Together, with 
Rotary and our community, we are shaping something larger than any one of us, a 
shared expression of compassion, purpose, and civic pride that reflects the very best of 
San José.” 

— Diane Brandenburg 


